static mechanisms and hmemorrhagic disorders. Thrombolytic therapy is discussed with disappointing brevity, and perhaps this is a reflexion of the uncertain overall indications for this type of treatment.
The subsequent subject matter is comprehensive and there is even a rather irrelevant short final chapter on vascular disease in the tropics. However, it is in this chapter that the main text on thromboangitis obliterans is located! The text is well illustrated with photographs and line drawings and the printing layout is good, with multiple subheadings to make enjoyable reading. A good list of references at the end of each chapter, facilitates further reading.
This book fully satisfies its objectives and is recommended to the relevant specialists whether in training or consultants; it would appear to be of special value to the increasing number of general surgeons who are showing interest in peripheral vascular surgery.
A K YATES
Medical Aspects of Home Hazards edited by Alastair Nelson pp 107 £0).50 London: Medical Commission on Accident Prevention (50 Old Brompton Road, London SW73EA) The aim of this publication, to highlight the hazards of the home, is constantly reinforced by each chapter. Naturally errors occur, especially the 'maintenance of nutritional hazards' in chapter 9, where prevention is intended. There are also areas in which there is a need for more detail, such as the manifold causes of falls in the elderly which could have been stressed more.
The chapter dealing with behavioural aspects gives a glimpse of the mechanisms of those who -are accident-prone. Perhaps 'accident' can be a misnomer. It is a pity that there is not a chapter dealing with the additional hazards that face those in homes or institutions, more disturbing because the hazards are created by those who seek to care for their fellows.
In a nutshell, this book is excellent value for money.
D CORLESS
Handbook of Endocrinology by Richard S Dillon MD FACP pp vii+556 illustrated £10.55 Philadelphia: Lea & Febiger 1973 London: Henry Kimpton This new addition to the list of textbooks in endocrinology is well justified, both by its overall quality and its sense of purpose. That purpose is to 'provide... a rapid guide to the diagnosis and management of metabolic and endocrine diseases'. It is achieved with precise practical information, a business-like style, an intelligent use of tables, all on a foundation of somewhat crisp explanation and full references. The book will be most useful to the practitioner or postgraduate student, because the level of the text assumes some basic familiarity with many of the conditions. The British reader may be mildly irritated by the lack of explanation of terms such as ADA diets, and in this and other respects the second edition might usefully recognize that good books of this type have an international readership. But these are minor criticisms of a handbook which can be thoroughly recommended.
B H HICKS

Cancer Handbook of Epidemiology and Prognosis by J A H Waterhouse pp ix+ 195 illustrated £6
Edinburgh & London: Churchill Livingstone 1974 The Birmingham Regional Cancer Registry has, for the past 10 years or so, collected information about more than 95 % of all cancer patients within a catchment area with a population of five million. Its experience is summarized in this somewhat misleadingly titled report, which gives in considerable detail the incidence and survival rates for all types of malignant disease. In the absence of any national statistics of such scope the report will not only prove invaluable to epidemiologists and other research workers but also, as Dr Waterhouse points out, may suggest to actuaries that they could be more generous in calculating the terms of life insurance applicable to cancer sufferers: corrected survival rates have been used to indicate how many patients may reasonably be regarded as 'cured'.
M P CURWEN
Vestibulography by R Ray Battin PhD ppvii+103 illustrated $11.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1974 This is a lavishly illustrated monograph on the use of the electronystagmograph in the study of labyrinthine disorders. It is essentially a handbook for beginners. Fifty-nine pages of illustrations and twenty-five of text may well be thought a trifle expensive at nearly £5, but the topic is so exhaustively covered that the book may be useful in ENT departments starting this investigation from scratch. I feel that the proper place for this book is as part of the instruction manuals of those firms supplying electronystagmographs.
ALAN P FULLER
